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Pre-anesthetic blood screening, monitoring of vital signs, and placing an IV catheter with IV fluids are minimums for human anesthesia and should be in Veterinary Medicine.  Unfortunately, while these safety measures are available for your pets, the additional time it takes and the additional costs associated with these procedures have traditionally prevented their widespread use in the past. 

We want you to know what is best and then allow you to choose your level of care and risk!


Pre-Anesthetic Bloodwork – WHY? 
There are many conditions that might not be readily apparent on an exam that may adversely affect your pets’ ability to clear anesthesia properly and to heal from surgery.  Blood tests will screen for pre-existing liver and kidney problems, check for normal blood sugar and protein levels, and detect anemia.


IV Catheter and IV Fluids – WHY?
Having quick access to a vein by placing an IV catheter & running IV fluids is very important.  It is vital in an emergency for easy vein access to administer emergency drugs. It keeps our patients’ blood pressure up, helps keeps them hydrated, and also helps prevent unseen damage to vital organs by ensuring adequate blood flow.


Pain Control – WHY? 
Older anesthetics often kept our patients groggy for longer periods, thus masking some of the signs of pain.  Newer and safer anesthetic medications have allowed us to wake pets up quicker and safer.  This has unveiled that unfortunately our pain control protocols were not the best across Veterinary Medicine.  Also, animals tend to hide their vulnerabilities because they could not appear to be weak in the wild making it harder to asses when they are in pain.  Therefore, for many years the Veterinary community underestimated our patients’ pain and did little to manage it.
We now have excellent medicines to control our pets’ pain and we are taking great strides to do a better job in ours and many other veterinary hospitals. Unfortunately, not all hospitals are addressing the changes and some are still quoting procedures with no pain control or using poor methods.  We like to operate under the philosophy that if a procedure is going to cause you pain, then your pet would experience similar pain.  To manage our patients pain we try to work as if we were controlling our own pain management by using a combination of sedatives, local anesthetics, narcotics, and anti-inflammatory medications.


What are Pre-Anesthetic safety features?



Please Fill Out the Front of the Form!
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Owners Name:		            			                         			Date:                                           
Pet’s Name:                                                                                                                                                                
Emergency Phone #:                                                                                                                                                  
   (My emergency number where I can be reached today between 9:00am and 3:00pm) 

Procedure to be Performed:                                                                                       Weight:                        

    My pet was FASTED in preparation for anesthesia      Yes      No     



ANESTHETIC SAFETY:  Our protocol for general anesthesia is to use the safest anesthesia available.  For most procedures we will establish a secure airway by placing a breathing tube in the trachea and then maintain a balanced anesthetic depth with oxygen and anesthetic gas.  Throughout the entire procedure we will monitor your pets’ heart rate, respiration rate, and blood oxygen levels.
Can I Improve the Safety of My Pet Under Anesthesia?  YES
Pre-Anesthetic blood screening, monitoring of vital signs, and placing an IV catheter with IV fluids are minimums in human anesthesia and should be in Veterinary medicine.  We do understand that not every person can afford to do everything.  So, we want you to know what is best and then allow you to choose your level of care and risk.


Please check the Pre-Anesthetic safety measures that you would like performed:
(Turn sheet over for further details about each service)

  Accept      Decline     Pre-Anesthetic Bloodwork   $ 75.00          
  Accept      Decline     IV Catheter with IV Fluids    $ 79.00        

NOTE: Aggressive or uncooperative patients may prevent us from performing some, if not all, of these test or treatments.
In the event that we cannot perform the selected procedures, we will attempt to contact you at the emergency phone number that you have provided.
If we cannot contact you, do you consent to allow us to proceed with the scheduled procedure if the doctor feels that it is reasonably safe to proceed?       YES      NO

ADDITIONAL SERVICES REQUESTED WHILE ANESTHETIZED:
   MICROCHIP IMPLANT - $92.00. (This includes the $19.99 registration fee and your pet will be automatically registered.)
A Microchip ensures secure identification for your pet if they should ever happen to become lost. 
Please make sure your Home Address and email is accurate in our computer system.
   NAIL TRIM - $ 0.00.  (No charge if done while anesthetized, normally $16.00).
   (Canine) DEEP NAIL TRIM & CAUTERY - $30.00 If your adult dog’s nails have become overgrown, we can painlessly cut their nails short and cauterize the nail bed. This is especially helpful for black nails or dogs that are fearful about nail trims. This does not prevent you from needing to continue with regular nail trims, but does permit proper lengths.

CONSENT:  I have been advised as to the nature of the procedure or surgery described above and the risks involved. I authorize Chemstrand Oaks Veterinary Hospital’s doctors and staff to use appropriate anesthesia and medications to perform the described procedures. I am fully aware that there are inherent risks with anesthesia and surgery and that results cannot be guaranteed. I further realize that I am responsible for full payment at the time of discharge.
As certain conditions may necessitate a change of plans, we will attempt to contact you. In the event that I am unable to be reached, I consent to having Chemstrand Oaks Veterinary Hospital take the steps necessary to help ensure the safe care of my pet(s).


Signature:                                                                                                                                           Date:                          

       SURGICAL ADMITTING & CONSENT FORM
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